THE LOWER RIO GRANDE VALLEY

Most productive birding area in America

< 510 hird species (including 50 Valley specialties), 300 butterfly
species, over 1200 plant species

< Biologically the most diverse locale in America with 11 distinct
biotic communities

< Diverse interspersed habitats - tropical runs into temperate,
semi-desert meets riparian forest, fresh water mixes with salt
water - islands, lagoons, coastal wetlands, ox-bow lakes,
reservoirs

 Located on the flood plain of the Rio Grande, America's fifth
largest river, running along the Mexican border to the
Gulf of Mexico

< Eight bird and butterfly festivals held annually, each typically
offering three days of field trips and seminars

= Popular international tour group destination for birding, nature,
and photography

Migrant trap

« Lies under the confluence of the Atlantic, Eastern and Central
neo-tropical north-south migration flyways rounding and
crossing the Gulf

= Major migration peaks - autumn, September to December -
spring, mid-March to late May with fall outs late April and May

= Minor migration continues twelve months of the year, mixing
migrants with residents for exciting birding

< Many northern birds over-winter, some southern birds visit in
summer and fall

= Tropical & northern rarities frequently show up

Hundreds of hot spots

< Rich productive bird and butterfly reserves are open all year

« Butterflies fly all year and peak in October and November

= Good field guides - books on hirds, butterflies, other fauna,
flora, and where to go

« Detailed maps and brochures with directions and information
on hot spots, available at Valley Chambers of Commerce, Visitor
Bureau Tourist Information offices and at nature shops

< Many public & private reserves offer well run visitors centres
with local trail maps & checklists

= Excellent roads, clear road signs, easy to read maps, plenty of
parking, useful facilities

« The Valley is small, 140 miles by 40 miles, so short drives allow
more time birding

< Allow a week to comfortably bird or butterfly the Valley

« Paid guides are available

Photographic paradise

< Exotic subjects, tropical colours

< Warm sunny days year round

* Many reserves offer free use of photo blinds (hides) at feeders

< Professional photo blinds (hides) for rent on private ranches

* Every two years Valley Land Fund hosts the Ultimate Wildlife
Photographic Challenge with $100,000 in prize money, Small
Tract and Youth competitions $30,000

Friendly, great food, low cost travel

« Birders are held in high esteem and warmly welcomed by
friendly locals

* Enjoy Tex-Mex and American foods, music, and culture,
speak English

 Dine & shop in old Mexico, across the border, close by

= Lowest cost good quality accommodations and dining
in America

« Low cost or free entrance to reserves

« Free guided birding and nature walks at key reserves in
season (winter)

 Gasoline (petrol) is half the European price, lowest American
price, car rental prices are low, drive on the right

= Three local international airports, served by American,
Continental, and Delta with generous carry on luggage policy,
only one plane change from Europe

See

www.southtexasnature.com

for detailed information and links

Photos by Reid Allen & Keith Hackland e Text by Keith Hackland
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The Remarkable Lower Rio Grande Valley
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Most Productive Birding Area in America
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Friendly, Great Food, Low cost Travel
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